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Policies

§1630.81 Policy on recall of non-
complying carpets and rugs.

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this sec-
tion is to state the policy of the Com-
mission concerning recall of carpets
and rugs which are subject to and fail
to comply with the Standard for the
Surface Flammability of Carpets and
Rugs (FF 1-70) (16 CFR part 1630, sub-
part A). In this policy statement, the
Commission reaffirms that provisions
of the Flammable Fabrics Act (FFA)
authorize recall of any product which
fails to comply with an applicable
flammability standard issued under
that Act. Additionally, this policy
statement announces general prin-
ciples which will be followed by the
Commission in exercising the author-
ity contained in the FFA to require re-
call of carpets and rugs from various
levels of distribution, including carpets
and rugs in the possession of the ulti-
mate consumer.

(b) Recall from distributors and retail-
ers. The Commission will exercise the
authority contained in the FFA to
order recall of carpets and rugs which
fail to comply with the Standard for
the Surface Flammability for Carpets
and Rugs and which are in the posses-
sion of any distributor, retailer, or
other person or firm in the chain of dis-
tribution, where the facts, including
the number and pattern of test fail-
ures, indicate that such action is nec-
essary and appropriate.

(c¢) Recall from consumers. (1) In cases
involving carpets and rugs distributed
in commerce by a domestic manufac-
turer, or imported into the United
States, after July 11, 1978, the Commis-
sion will exercise the authority con-
tained in the FFA to order recall of
carpets and rugs which fail to comply
with the Standard for the Surface
Flammability of Carpets and Rugs and
which are in the possession of ultimate
purchasers, including installed carpet,
where the facts, including the number
and pattern of test failures, indicate
that such action is necessary and ap-
propriate.

(2) The Commission may exercise the
authority of section 15 of the Consumer
Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2064) to

16 CFR Ch. Il (1-1-97 Edition)

order the repair, replacement, or repur-
chase of any carpets or rugs in the pos-
session of ultimate purchasers, includ-
ing installed carpet, if such carpets and
rugs present a ‘‘substantial product
hazard” as that term is used in the
Consumer Product Safety Act in any
case involving carpets or rugs which
were distributed in commerce by a do-
mestic manufacturer or imported into
the United States, on or before July 11,
1978, or any time thereafter.

(Sec. 5, 15 U.S.C. 1194, 67 Stat. 112, June 30,
1953; sec. 5, 15 U.S.C. 45(b), 38 Stat. 719, Sept.
26, 1914; sec. 15, 15 U.S.C. 2064, 86 Stat. 1221,
Oct. 27, 1972)

[44 FR 2169, Jan. 10, 1979]
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Subpart A—The Standard

AUTHORITY: Sec. 4, 67 Stat. 112, as amended,
81 Stat. 569-70; 15 U.S.C. 1193.

§1631.1 Definitions.

In addition to the definitions given in
section 2 of the Flammable Fabrics
Act, as amended (sec. 1, 81 Stat. 568; 15
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Consumer Product Safety Commission

U.S.C. 1191), and the procedures under
that act for setting standards (part 1607
of this Chapter), the following defini-
tions apply for the purposes of this
Standard:

(a) Acceptance Criterion means that at
least seven out of eight individual
specimens of a small carpet or rug
shall meet the test criterion as defined
in this Standard.

(b) Test Criterion means the basis for
judging whether or not a single speci-
men of small carpet or rug has passed
the test, i.e., the charred portion of a
tested specimen shall not extend to
within 2.54 cm. (1.0 in.) of the edge of
the hole in the flattening frame at any
point.

(c) Small Carpet means any type of
finished product made in whole or in
part of fabric or related material and
intended for use or which may reason-
ably be expected to be used as a floor
covering which is exposed to traffic in
homes, offices, or other places of as-
sembly or accommodation, and which
may or may not be fastened to the
floor by mechanical means such as
nails, tacks, barbs, staples, adhesives,
and which has no dimension greater
than 1.83 m. (6 ft.) and an area not
greater than 2.23 m.2 (24 sq. ft.). Prod-
ucts such as ‘““Carpet Squares’ with di-
mensions smaller than these but in-
tended to be assembled, upon installa-
tion, into assemblies which may have
dimensions greater than these, are ex-
cluded from this definition. They are,
however, included in the Standard for
the surface flammability of carpets and
rugs (FF 1-70) (subpart A of part 1630 of
this Chapter). Mats, hides with natural
or synthetic fibers, and other similar
products are included in this definition
if they are within the defined dimen-
sions, but resilient floor coverings such
as linoleum, asphalt tile and vinyl tile
are not.

(d) Small Rug means, for the purposes
of this Standard, the same as small
carpet and shall be accepted as inter-
changeable with small carpet.

(e) Traffic Surface means a surface of
a small carpet or rug which is intended
to be walked upon.

(f) Timed Burning Tablet (pill) means
the methenamine tablet, weighing ap-
proximately 0.149 grams (2.30 grains),
sold as Product No. 1588 in Catalog No.

§1631.4

79, December 1, 1969, by the Eli Lilly
Company of Indianapolis, Ind. 46206, or
an equal tablet.

(g) Fire-Retardant Treatment means
any process to which a small carpet or
rug has been exposed which signifi-
cantly decreases the flammability of
that small carpet or rug and enables it
to meet the acceptance criterion of
this Standard.

8§1631.2 Scope and application.

(a) This Standard provides a test
method to determine the surface flam-
mability of small carpets and rugs
when exposed to a standard small
source of ignition under carefully pre-
scribed draft-protected conditions. It is
applicable to all types of small carpets
and rugs used as floor covering mate-
rials regardless of their method of fab-
rication or whether they are made of
natural or synthetic fibers or films, or
combinations of, or substitutes for
these.

(b) One of a kind small carpet or rug,
such as an antique, an Oriental or a
hide, may be excluded from testing
under this Standard pursuant to condi-
tions established by the Consumer
Product Safety Commission.

8§1631.3 General requirements.

(@) Summary of test method. This
method involves the exposure of each
of eight conditioned, replicate speci-
mens of a small carpet or rug to a
standard igniting source in a draft-pro-
tected environment and measurement
of the proximity of the charred portion
to the edge of the hole in the pre-
scribed flattening frame.

(b) Test criterion. A specimen passes
the test if the charred portion does not
extend to within 2.54 cm. (1.0 in.) of the
edge of the hole in the flattening frame
at any point.

(c) Acceptance criterion. At least seven
of the eight specimens shall meet the
test criterion in order to conform with
this Standard.

§1631.4 Test procedure.

(a) Apparatus—(1) Test chamber. The
test chamber shall consist of an open
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